Remember W h a t T h e Lord H a s Done

R

By Scott Weidner

emembrance is a common and important thread that
runs through Scripture. Both God and His people
jemember what has gone before on the timeline of
history. Both the good and the bad are remembered and as
such are instructive to those living in
the present and planning for the fixture.

the corner and tapped me on the shoulder. He took my
hand, shook it vigorously and said, "Scott, we haven't met
but my name is Jack Keys, Jim Keys' brother. I just wanted
to tell you that I am overjoyed at what TFC has become and
I know Jim would be, too." That brief encounter seemed to
place an exclamation point next to our mission statement
and spoke volumes in testimony to what TFC has been over
the past 50 years.
What TFC has been has made it what it is today.. .a Godordained ministry bom out of an evangelical vision and developed through God's grace and tremendous faith and effort by God's people. From the truly mobile
chapels and chaplains o f the past to the
present permanent chapels and staff across
North America as well as in Russia and Zambia, Africa, today's ministry remains faithful
to its call and mission statement. Yearly, tens
of thousands o f truckers find their way to
our chapels. A l l are encouraged and hundreds
find peace with Almighty God through His
Son Jesus Christ.

Anniversaries are a very important
part of remembering our heritage.
Whether individuals, groups or an entire country, we pause for a day or
even a year to reflect on our beginnings. We find great enjoyment, fulfillment and even humor when we join
God will remain faithful As we look to the future and plan, Lord willtogether in remembrance. Sometimes,
ing, for many new chapels and staff, we will
however, walking the paths of remem- to us and we will remain
continue
to see much change. We are going
brance is a bittersweet journey. But faithful to Him and His
to
see
changes
in the trucking and travel
no matter how we try to navigate the
call on this ministry.
plaza industries. We w i l l continue to see
paths of the past, they still bring us back
some of our friends and co-laborers called
to where we are today. And, i f we
to another part of God's work or even to glory. We w i l l
are wise, the lessons of the past and the realities o f the
continue to do the business of ministry and refine policies
present will prepare us and give us hope for the future.
and procedures as necessary. We w i l l continue to face
difficult financial pressures and ministry decisions. But,
As Transport For Christ celebrates 50 years of ministry to
through it all.. .we have learned this from the past and know
truck drivers, there is much history to be remembered. From
it to be true in the present.. .our God will remain faithful to
the original vision of the founder. Pastor Jim Keys, in 1951,
us and we w i l l remain faithful to Him and His call on this
to minister to truckers in his native Canada, to the developministry. We will proclaim the Good News o f the Lord
ment of a strong United States ministry, to the dedication of
Jesus Christ to the truckers of North America and around
our most recent chapel in Chilliwack, British Columbia, there
the world. That's where our hearts are and that is where
have been many changes and much growth. A l l who have
our energy and resources will continue to go.
been involved have watched fiiends and co-laborers come
and go, procedures and policies modified, and the ministry
I'd say there is good reason to celebrate 50 years gone by
ebb and flow. Always, however, through the great times
and look forward to 50 years to come! Wouldn't you? Join
and the not so great, the Gospel of Jesus Christ has gone
us
in giving thanks to God daily for what He has done and
forth to the truckers of North America. TFC has been faithful
will continue to do. O
to its call and mission statement.
A few months ago at a conference in Vancouver, British
Columbia, I was standing by our display just watching the
mass of humanity pass by when a gentleman came around
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Scott Weidner is the President of Transport For Christ,
International.
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Mobile chapels across North America and in Russia take the
message of the Good News of Jesus Christ to the truckers where
they work and spend a large part of their lives: the truckstops
and the road. Open every day of the week (some of them 24
hours a day), the chapels offer truckers a place where they can
find fellowship, encouragement, a listening ear, prayer in time of
need and at all times the message of redemption in Jesus Christ.

Printed in the United States
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Highway Evangelist
'The Voice of the Christian Trucker..Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ in the World of Trucking"

O

ur original monthly paper was called the Highway
Evangelist. It started in March 1957 as a little mimeographed sheet with a circulation of 280. Founder Chaplain Jim Keys started the little paper in a comer of his bedroom, wrote many articles and continued as editor of the
rapidly growing paper until his resignation in 1976. Chaplain Jim's original purpose of the magazine was to serve as
"The voice of the Christian Trucker"
and this phrase in small letters with
the logo was on the cover of all early
papers edited by Jim, and was followed
by "Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ
to the World of Trucking."
As I was recently going through some
old magazines, I thought it would be
of interest to highlight some of the
changes made and articles of special
interest that appeared through the
years. The oldest magazine I could
find was a 1962 issue. It had only
four pages and was strictly a Canadian paper. The Ministry was based
in Toronto at that time and the paper
was not changed until 1966 when the
ministry opened an office in Akron,
Ohio. A June 1967 issue headline read
"Eight Pages This Month" and in late
1971 they went to 16 pages. About
1974 it was changed to a large foldout type, but that only lasted a couple
of years.

is good and our prayers were answered. Now please pray
for someone to operate it."
The summer 1964 issue said: "NOW PRINTING UP TO
16,000 COPIES PER MONTH. From its sfirring editorials
to its birth and illness announcements, this four-page evangel unites the transport industry as no periodical to date has
done." It went on to say,
"Promoting safety through
Jesus Christ, a monthly column reminds its readers that
the only safe way is the
sane way, and that the Savior of the world is the only
pilot to follow on the highway of life. This type of
evangelism through literature has proved very successful as its pages have
influenced many to repent
and turn to Christ."
The next big change came
in 1988 when the name
was changed to Highway
News And Good News.
Then the cover was printed
in full color and soon followed by the centerfold in
color in the fall of 1996.
Some of the early issues
had a few paid ads and
again, for a short period
back in the early eighties,
paid commercial advertisements were excepted but
were soon dropped due to
the disapproval o f many
readers.

As I read of TFC bringing their ministry to the States, I couldn't help but
compare this event to our recent SunDuring the first two decades that the
day School lesson about when the Gosmagazine was published, many photos
pel was first given to the Gentiles in
of truck wrecks were used on the cover
Acts 13:48a: "When the Gentiles
to capture the attention of drivers.
heard this they were glad and honored
the Word of the Lord." So were we
In the late 60's through the
here in the States glad and praised the Lord for this change.
early 80's, numerous pictures of truck wrecks were used
not only on many of the covers but inside as well. I guess
In the summer 1963 issue there was a picture of four men
the idea was to draw the attention of the trucker to pick up
moving a huge printing press with the caption: "Now Faith
the paper and also have him think about safe driving and his
Is - Things Hoped For. For years there has been an urgent
eternal destiny. However, this too was stopped because of
need in the work of TFC for our own printing press to pubmany readers who said we should be presenting a positive
lish the Highway Evangelist and other pamphlets. Well, God
image of the trucker.
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Also unique in the early papers were the monthly Logs under these titles:

TAM.E3
h\i Mars!?

TANDEM WHEELS - Those recently married
NEW WHEELS - New births
GEAR BOX GROANINGS - Those sick or injured
SILENT WHEELS - Deaths
MILLION MILER - Those drivers who have driven a million miles
DISPATCH BOARD - Retirements and promotions
ROADSIDE CHUCKLES
SAFETY ZONE by Ed Garson
DOG HOUSE TALES by Ed Marsh

STRAIGHT FROM
THE S T A C K

Chaplain Bemie Warren had a column entitled "Straight From The Stack,"
and many surely remember Bill Payne's article "Just For Jammers." Bill's
monthly column in the Highway Evangelist ran for several years until his
tragic death on December 1, 1980. This was a time of great sadness in
TFC's history. O

B I L L PAYNE
"Headin' Home for Christmas"
was the heading Bill chose as he
conveyed his ideas to Eddie to
draw the last "The Chaplain Sez" cartoon. Eddie drew a snowy landscape,
a bright star in the clear sky and animals on the hillside watching a tmck
moving homeward through the night—
heading home for Christmas.

ON MILE

How prophetic that title was because
Chaplain Bill Payne went home very
soon after writing that last article. He
was only minutes into his mn on 1-80
west of Omaha when a car lost control on an icy spot. Bill hit the brakes
to avoid a collision causing his second
trailer to jackknife, break loose and flip
over on the highway. The tractor and
other trailer rode the guardrail and
went down an embankment. Bill was
thrown from the cab when both it and
the trailer seemed to disintegrate. A
nurse came by the accident and ran to
Bill's side, but he was already gone.
For many years. Bill also had a weekly
radio program geared to tmckers with
the same title as his column, called "Just
For Jammers." Starting on a small
5000-watt station, it continued to grow
and aired on 11 stations throughout the
U. S. and Canada. Bill also merged
his radio ministry with TFC in 1978.
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Over a year before his death he had
written a letter of instmction to his
pastor as to the kind of funeral he
wanted. He specified that his funeral
not be a time of sorrow, but a service
of praise. He also requested that in
lieu of flowers, memorial gifts be send
to TFC. Just two years before his
death. Bill was commissioned as a TFC
chaplain and his funeral was attended
by many other TFC chaplains and
board members.
As a tribute, Bill's pastor and congregation had a billboard made in his
memory. It stood along 1-80 southwest
of Omaha, only about 300 yards from
where he died.
From the editor of the Highway Evangelist at that time: "Parson Bill, as he
was known on the CB radio, had the
reputation in the world of tmcking as
a man with deep concem for the spiritual well-being of the tmcker. This
man not only was a good tmcker, a
good preacher and a good broadcaster,
but also a good writer. His monthly
column 'Just For Jammers' attracted
a wide following in this paper. After
his death, we received many requests
to have some of his articles printed
again and this will be done. As Bill's
pastor said, to know Bill was to love

him."0

Conventions

These annual conventions continued, held
each year at a different
'he first annual convention was held April 7-9, 1967 at
location in the U.S. or Canada
the Queensway Cathedral in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
until 1989. With the growth in the ministry and each
The May 1967 issue of
region having their own gatherings, such as retreats,
the Highway Evangelist
CHRISTIAN
C0N¥iNTI0N74 truck rallies, etc., it was concluded that most did not
reads: "Those o f you
need yet another gathering. However, there is still
who failed to attend our
an annual staff conference held at a different locathree day convention
tion each year.
missed a great time in the
Lord. All our meetings
In the beginning, local chapters were called divisions
JUNE 17 20 were well attended and
and the first one started in 1963 in Kitchner, Ontario.
everyone who came felt
The name was later changed to chapters because
the blessing of the Lord.
some thought it sounded like we were divided. These
Every speaker challenged
local divisions consisted of an appointed five-man
the members to do even
leadership committee that organized regular monthly
greater things for God in
meetings, banquets, etc. Many of these chapters
their labor for Him, with the result that each one who
still exist today, but their monthly meetings have changed to
attended returned to their respective divisions more deprayer breakfasts. Prior to 1976, TFC consisted only of the
termined than ever to work for the Lord in the trucking
International Office and local chapters. Due to continuing
industry."
growth, regions were established on October 1, 1976.0

T

MORE GLIMPSES OF TFC'S HISTORY THROUGH OLD PHOTOS
Clockwise:
The "Road Map O f Life" was the first
trucker's New Testament. You could buy
one for $1.25 in 1971. These small New
Testaments are still available at mobile chapels today and are given to new converts.

umnw ail

GODS
'
GREAT PROVISION
BY TOM DAWSON
D8)VtR
BONIFitLO BROS, TRUCK t ! N £ S .
CHICAGO, a t .

THE ROAD MAP OF ilFE

Many testimonies by truck drivers appeared
in the early editions of Highway Evangelist.
TFC had its own bookstore in Toronto,
Ontario. Here's an ad that ran in the October 1962 issue of HE.
The first TFC banquet and convention in
1967 where "every speaker challenged the
members to do even greater things for God
in their labour for Him."
mmm mmii mm store
867 O«»««!«woy Ave,, Toronto 18: Out
SOW ; H STOCK:

••T8ANSf>0»T FOR

CHRtST BmiES"
Everythifi!; 10 Chri<fi

rhi«e PriCBS —$150 — $3.50 •
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Tandemaires

TFC Overseas

n an April 1968 issue of Highway Evangelist the
ladies auxiliary of Transport For Christ was formed.
It cost one dollar to become a member o f the
Tandemaires. They became a vital part of the early
ministry in Canada and the United States by helping
raise prayer and financial support. They assisted in the
office and made hospital visits that were a vital part of the
TFC ministry in the early days. They also held ladies Bible
study groups, and organized bake sales and garage sales.

RUSSIA
In 1994, the first mobile chapel for Russia was built in
the United States and shipped over for use in the Moscow area. A Russian Komaz tractor completed the unit.
In 1997 a Chapel was built in Russian and placed permanently in a truck stop. The third Chapel was shipped
from America in 2000 and is also permanently placed in
the Moscow area. Most drivers who enter the chapels
say they have never held a Bible in their hands before or
heard of Jesus.

I

In 1978 the Lancaster Chapter put together a cookbook edited by Joyce Mast and using recipes from
Tandemaires all over the U.S. and Canada. Like the
old saying, they sold like hotcakes and they did 10 printings with over 17,000 copies sold. This turned out to be
their biggest fundraiser by far.
Most times the finances from these sales helped pay a
chaplain's flight to and from the mobile chapels in the
days when the chapels were roving and the chaplains
could be thousands of miles from home. When chapels
became permanent in 1986, it became easier for a
chaplain's wife to go along and help minister to the drivers. As volunteer chaplains became a vital part of TFC
in the early 90's, many more women assisted their husbands on the chapel.
Though the name Tandemaires is no longer part of the
women's ministry, we have many ministry couples on
staff and drivers seem pleased to hear a woman's perspective, especially when dealing with marriage problems. Chaplain's wives and women in the office staff
(intemational, regional and chapel levels) are an important part of our organization's ministry today. O

The Tandemaires prepare food for guests at the
TFC Trucker s Jamboree in Carlisle, Ontario,
Canada, during the summer of 1974.

ZAMBIA
A year ago. Transport For Christ began partnering with
Highway Ministries based in Lusaka, Zambia. Zambia
is the trucking hub of South Africa and trucks from seven
surrounding countries must pass through Zambia to go in
any direction. Reverend Lloyd Kayuma visits one on
one with drivers at the borders, holds weekly Bible studies at various trucking companies and is a trained AIDS/
HIV counselor.
AUSTRALIA
TFC was quite active in Australia in the 70's and through
the mid 80's. A young man by the name of Graham
Wheeler distributed the Highway Evangelist and other
tracts to the nation's long distance drivers. He became
a TFC representative
and rallied many others to work with him.
Nearly 100 people attended their first Australian convention, but
for some unknown reason the Australian
team faded out in the
late 80's. However,
Highway News And
Good News is still being distributed and there has been
some dialogue about establishing a region "down under"
once again. O
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TFC Is Born
FOUNDER JIM KEYS
he vision for Transport For Christ began at a Youth for Christ rally in
Canada w h e n 21-year-old Jim Keys
asked, "If there is a Youth for Christ,
why can't there be a Transport for
Christ?"

T

i

His first effort began while attending
Toronto Bible College by mailing gospel tracts to drivers. Jim soon became
a fulltime truck driver himself and the
burden for his fellow drivers increased
as he experienced first-hand the pressures, heartaches and loneliness drivers faced. As a result on July 7,1951
in T o r o n t o , C a n a d a , T r a n s p o r t For
Christ was born.

1^'

For the first seven years, Jim, along with
the help of other volunteers, worked hard
to lay the foundation for an organization
that could cope with the specialized
needs of the trucking industry. Their purpose was to promote a practical application of Christian principles by making
chaplains available upon request.
Their aim was to establish a
chaplain program in every
major city in the Canadian
J^^provinces.
^IIW
In 1958 the chaplain prog r a m officially b e g a n
when chaplain Jim (as he
was known by then) quit
his truck-driving job and became a fulltime chaplain, devoting all his energies to the ministry. That same year, the first Board of
Directors was formed and TFC was rec
ognized by the Department of National
Revenue in Canada as a charitable or
ganization.

8

\ "This I strongly believe
Men need Christ today,
to help them find reality and
purpose of life." Jim Keys
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Chaplain Jim served as president of TFC until his
resignation on September 10,1976. He then started
ACT (Association of Christian Truckers) were he
served until his death o n A u g u s t 1 , 1996. His
widow, A l m e d a , resides at Christian Retreat in
Bradenton, Florida, and works part-time at the retreat bookstore. O

The Early Days
I

n those early days, the mobile chapels stayed
on the move, roaming the highways looking
for stranded motorists or people in trouble. The
chaplains counseled and made hospital visits.
They provided safety meetings at
various companies while proclaiming, "Safety is of the Lord," and being available to the drivers for personal ministry.
Chaplain Jim as well as all chaplains
wore full uniforms. Some thought
they looked like the Salvation Army,
others the Ontario Provincial Police,
but to men throughout the transport industry, the navy blue and red
uniform was a symbol of service
and self-sacrifice. "From terminal
yards to hospital rooms, the sight
of the Transport For Christ uniform
means that the wearer, whether he
be an ordained minister or a Christian layman, is devoting his life to
the service of God in transport."

Iff VODR SERVICE
HERE TO HELP
WITH

YOU

• HOSPITAL CALLS
• COUNSELiNG
• SAFETY MEETINGS
• VISITS FROM THE CHAPLAIN
AND MANY OTHER WAYS

"The uniform bearing the gold crest
with the missions motto 'SAFETY
IS OF THE LORD,' has become a
passport into homes, hospitals, jails and wherever transport men require the service of a minister. The word 'chaplain' is embroidered on the pockets and his own name in
gold on the left pocket. Each man is ready and willing at
all times to help those in need."
However, the uniform was modified over the years as
the chaplains' dress became more informal. In the late
80's and early 90's, after the uniform was no longer
worn, badges were engraved (or shirts stitched) with
the w o r d s "Transport For Christ C h a p l a i n " a n d t h e
chaplain's name. O

Left Page Top: Jim Keys, the man who first had the vision to begin TFC, stands with the mobile chapel.
Left Page Bottom:

CALL
YOUR LOCAL
REPRESENTATIVE

Jim & Amelda Keys.

Above: Jim Keys and the chaplains proudly wear their
uniforms of service (taken about 1969).
Left: A poster from the early days when hospital visits and
safety meetings were a large part of the ministry.
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Pioneers

Wendell
Boyle:
This is a side note
about Wendell Boyle
n September 1971, the 20th anwho
most TFC
liversary special issue of Highway
people
know today:
Evangelist with 32 pages listed a group
"
I
n
the
spring o f
of pioneers that started the work in
1969
when
the head
their parts of the country:
office was located in
Mississauga, a large
Percy Jardine - Canada east coast
green truck followed
Harvey Cobum - Canada west coast
us back to the office
Bob Penwarden - USA south
one day. The sign on the truck read 'PennJake Eisenbeisez - USA west coast
Eastem Mushrooms' and that was the first time
Lyle Appleby - USA north
we were privileged to meet Wendell Boyle.
Wendell Boyle - USA east coast
Living in Zion, Maryland, at the time, he was
so on fire for God he could hardly wait to get a
Many others were key in expanding
load of papers in his truck and head down the
the ministry of Transport For Christ.
road giving them to every trucker he met. This
was our first entry into the eastern states."

I
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Murray Scott: Our present
Director of Intemational Ministries, Murray Scott first became involved with TFC in
1 9 6 8.
F r o m
1970 to
1975 he
worked
full time
at the intemational office near his home
in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.
He had various titles throughout the years, including Director of Publications.

Mahlon Martin:
Chaplain Mahlon
Martin, a native of
Canada, first became involved in the
ministry in 1965 on
a volunteer basis. In
January of 1972 he
went full-time as a
chaplain and spent
five years on the mobile chapels, mostly
stateside. In 1977 Mahlon came off
the chapel and served as Canadian director until 1985.
Mahlon Martin said, "Safety was always a great concem among the ministry. Hence the motto, 'Safety is of
the Lord.' Along with the message of
safety, the message of the Gospel was
given at terminals and truck stops. The
meetings would run a half hour, usually with a 20-minute safety film and a
10-minute message by the chaplain.
"Many men heard the gospel and many
were saved through this unique outreach. However, with escalating labor costs by the mid to late 80's many
companies found it increasingly difficult to pay their men to sit in these
safety meetings. So by 1987, also with
increasing fuel costs, most mobile units
became permanent chapels in truck
stops."
10

Clay Rowland: Clay Rowland has been involved since the mid 70's. He served
as chaplain in the northeast in the late 70's and moved to Virginia in 1980 to
become Southeast Region Director. Although Clay has been retired for many
years, at age 84 he still helps out at times on the Wytheville, Virginia, chapel.
Roy Mason: Chaplain Roy Mason, the 'weight lifter for Christ," lived in the
Midwest and served many years on
the roving chapels with his unique ministry. An ex-tmck driver himself as
most chaplains, Roy would always
carry his weights with him on the
chapel and would draw the tmckers
to the chapel to see this "old" man lift
500 pounds.
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Al Ruttan: Chaplain A l Ruttan, also a Canadian, was one of the early chaplains who served many years on the roving
chapels. In 1977 he moved to Pennsylvania and served 14 years on the Northeast region's new Guiding Light Chapel.
After moving back to Canada he served as the New Brunswick director from 1987 to 1989.
A l Ruttan speaks of the early days on the chapel: "TFC was founded on tremendous faith and that's
what turned me on about the ministry. One of the first things I had to learn on the chapel was to trust
God for fuel. Most of the time we didn't have money to buy fuel, so I gave this problem to God and
during my 14 years on the chapel I never had to buy fuel! Life on the chapel was challenging—we never
knew from one day to the next if we would have money for meals or to get back home. We were totally
dependent on God to supply our every need. God was good to us and our needs were always met. As a
result many souls were saved on the chapel."

The Snyder Brothers: During the depression years John and Floyd Snyder bought
their first tractor-trailer. After driving a few
years himself, Floyd purchased three more
units and put drivers on, and about the same
time John bought seven units. Some time
later they bought an entire fleet at a bankruptcy sale and operated as Snyder Brothers Motor Freight Inc. for 25 years, until they
sold the business.

''Life on the chapel was
challenging—we never
knew from one day to the
John Snyder

Floyd Snyder writes in a 1981 issue of HE:
"During our business days, John and I were
concerned about how to start a Christian
work in the trucking industry. Then one day
a young man from Canada came to our
Akron, Ohio, office looking for a truck line
that would haul his papers free to various
Floyd Snyder
cifies along its routes. Chaplain Jim called
his paper the Highway Evangelist. When he came to our
office my brother said this is the answer to our prayer. This
was our first introduction to TFC and we immediately got involved.
"We formed a United States corporation of Transport For Christ,
chartered in Akron, Ohio. The U.S. Treasury Department gave
the organization recognition as a non-profit, religious, tax-exempt group. I was elected Vice-President and later became
secretary. I was also elected to the Board of Directors of
TFC Intemational, a position that I held for the past 18 years.
I also served as Board Chairman for several years.
"Serving the Lord in TFC has been one of the highlights of my
life. I am looking forward to helping reach the some 20,000,000
souls in the tmcking industry through the Lord Jesus Christ
who loved me and gave Himself for me."

next if we would have
money for meals or to get
back home. We were
totally dependent on God
to supply our every
need."
- AI Ruttan -

Vernon Erb: Vernon Erb became
involved with TFC in the late 60's.
He has been involved in TFC leadership for over 30 years, serving
both on the Canadian and Intemational Board of Directors. His wife,
Viola, also served many years as
chairperson of the Tandemaires.

Melvin Mast: M e l v i n Mast
served as Northeast Region Director from 1976 until his death in 1990.

As of this writing Floyd and his wife Mary Jane reside in a rest
home in North Carolina: both are in their mid 90's and are in ill
health. Older brother John who was also active in TFC for
many years passed away in September 1999 at age 94.
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Mobile Chapels
I

n the May 1968 issue o f Highway Evangelist, the cover headline read:
"THE TRUCKER'S MOBILE CHAPEL." The article quoted Luke 14:23:
"Go out into the HIGHWAYS and hedges and compel them to come i n . "
This was the first mention of the mobile chapel and the article continued,
"Today as never before in the history of North America has there been so
many people take to the vast network of our highways that lead to the mountains, lakes, cities and other places of amusement.

"God, ever-ready to meet the challenge, provides other places of worship
when church members are away from their home pews. BUT WHAT ABOUT
THE TRUCKERS? Far from home many
times, over the weekend, does God remember them? He certainly does, and through
the ministry of Transport for Christ w i l l provide by the 1st of June 1968 a mobile chapel
unit.
"GOD HAS PROVIDED. The Lord has
seen the great need for a mobile chapel to
visit the terminals and work with trucking personnel by holding safety meetings and counseling, with the co-operation of management,
for the men who have marital, personal or
spiritual problems. Its ministry w i l l extend
to every city of our nation and w i l l be the
first of many such units to follow, is our hope."
TRAILER STATISTICS
The first mobile chapel was contained in a
40-foot Trailmobile drop-frame van, single
axle. The height was 12-feet, six-inches and
31 feet long inside with a seating capacity
for 40 people. A 220-volt generator supplied
power for direct or indirect lighting, heating and air conditioning. It
was also equipped with a projector
and a four-foot baby grand piano.
The living quarters, located in the
nose of the trailer, were completely
equipped for housekeeping and
slept up to four people.

Before the mobile chapels, vehicles like
this would patrol the highways looking
for truckers and travelers in need.

POWER UNIT:
The Mobile Chapel was pulled with
a 7000 Series White, sleeper cab,
with a 10-speed Road Ranger
transmission and a 250 Cummins
diesel engine. Dedication o f the
new chapel took place June 29, 1968 at Grand Rapids, Michigan, with John
Snyder of Snyder Brothers giving the dedication prayer.
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From the October 1968 issue: "This
mobile chapel is a DREAM COME
TRUE, a dream that had to become a
reality because o f the urgency and
lateness of the hour. Also because of
the enormous task of evangelism God
entrusted to Transport for Christ as His
ambassadors in this tremendous industry of trucking. North America's truckers and their families
have been neglected
far too long. God has
heard the prayers of
wives and mothers beseeching God to be
with, protect and pilot
their men. He has
heard the prayers o f
little children, who in
simple childlike faith,
say, 'Protect my daddy
wherever he is tonight
and bring him home to
mommy and me.
Amen.'

HIGHWAY NEWS AND GOOD NEWS

"Transport For Christ
loves and cares for all
trucking personnel and
we have put Christ's
love on wheels in the

The first mobile chapel made
its debut in 1968 and was called
The Trailblazer.

form of a mobile chapel, for where sin abounds God's love
does much more abound."
From the same issue: "TFC welcomes to its full-time staff
Evangelist Ed Garson who has taken over the ministry of the
mobile chapel as of September 8,1968." (To our knowledge
Ed was the first full-time chaplain on the chapel.)
In the December 1968 issue: "With a little over four months
on the road, the new chapel has logged 7,000 miles, been to
four provinces, six states and has had 32 decisions for Christ!"

Spoken of the first mobile chapel:

'Its ministry will extend to
every city of our nation and will
be the first of many such units to
follow, is our hope.

Summer 1971 issue: "TWO NEW CHAPELS A-BUILDING! From Los Angeles, California, to Halifax, Nova Scotia,
and from Vancouver, B.C., to Miami, Florida, hundreds of
safety meetings with a spiritual emphasis have been held in
terminals and truck stops. The response is fantastic! One
trucker said, T was going home to take the lives of my whole
family. Thank God I came to the chapel.'
"But the job is too big for one chapel, so TFC has ordered
two new chapels on wheels. One for the U. S. will
be named the Roadrunner and one for Canada will
be called the Pathfinder."
March 1972: "HERE IT COMES - THE ROADRUNNER. The tractor is rolling out of Cleveland
this week to pick up its cargo—the new mobile
chapel. This brand new 7000 Series Super White
sleeper cab is powered by a 270 Cummins with a
10-speed Road Ranger transmission.
May 1972 reads: "NEW TRAILERS OFF ASSEMBLY LINE. Monan Trailer of Monan, Indiana, has given delivery of two more trailers for our new
mobile chapels. The first nearly all fiberglass 45-foot trailer
for the Roadrunner will soon be heading for Grand Rapids
where it will be completed. Plans are to dedicate it at the
Grand Rapids Convention."
October 1972: "Roadrunner is on the road and had its first
meeting at Steelcase in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Saturday, September 14, 1972."

Top to Bottom:
The second mobile chapel, called the Roadrunner.
The third mobile chapel, called the Pathfinder
The fourth mobile chapel, called Guiding Light, was
dedicated at the TFC Convention in June 1977.
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From the November 1972 issue: "Yet another miracle has
just taken place involving the mobile chapel ministry. As you
know the second chapel is on the road in the U.S. The allCanadian is presently in Abbotsford, B.C., being outfitted to
serve in the Canadian Provinces. As yet we had not decided or learned what God intended to pull the Canadian
chapel. Chaplain Jim and a group of men held a meeting
where Jim shared the need for a tractor. The men got down
on their knees in this cement floor basement and cried out to

50 YEARS OF MINISTRY
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We thank God for all
He has done through
Transport For Christ
and give Him all the
credit for this ministry.

MOBILE CHAPELS CONT'D

God for an answer. Some even had the faith to pray for a KW. The next day
a phone call came to the International Office from Edward Podalsky o f
Ethelbert, Manitoba. He said the Lord had told him several weeks ago to
donate one of his two rigs to TFC. He asked what we were looking for and
I told him we had considered a K W glider kit. With that he laughed and said,
'Praise the Lord! I have a 1972 cabover Kenworth with a 290 Cummins
engine, barely broken in with only 21,000 miles on i t . " '
Well, praise the Lord. Ed did give that tractor to the ministry. What an
answer to a prayer of faith. The Pathfinder was dedicated on April 6,1973 in
Abbotsford, B.C. The next blessing came i n 1974 when Mack Truck in
Allentown, Pennsylvania, donated a 1972 F model Mack with a 903 Cummins
engine and a 13-speed Spicer transmission. This tractor replaced the original
7000 White that pulled our first chapel, the Trailblazer.
This is the story in brief of the first three chapels. The fourth was the Guiding Light, the first Northeast Region chapel dedicated at Strasburg, Pennsylvania, in 1977. In the 80's and especially the 90's the building o f chapels
escalated until we number 30 units today. The Australian chapel, the Wayfarer, was the oldest tractor and was dedicated in October 1977. I t was
operated at least until the late 80's or early 90's.
The Roadrunner and the Trailblazer were both sold in the last couple of years
to another truckers' ministry and are still in use today. The Pathfinder was
out o f service for about three years in Canada, but w i l l very soon undergo a
face lift and be put back in service in Ontario. The Guiding Light has been
remodeled a couple of times and is still in service today. O
Photo Descriptions Clockwise:
A drawing of the first three mobile chapels. Often holding safety meetings to open the door to share the Gospel, the first chapel had "Wheels
For Safety " painted on the side.
Chaplain Al Rutton in the cab of the Roadrunner with Sam Rust standing, about 1974.
Before the days of video the chapels used movie projectors behind a
reversible screen.
Various vehicles, like traveling trailers and motor homes, were also
used in the early days of the ministry.
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him of a vow he made at age 19—to serve the Lord in fulltime ministry. Even though he attended a missionary training college, he had never even considered being a missionary, but now this was exactly what God was asking him to
do.

By Carole Habbershon

We applied and were accepted by Liebenzell Mission, and
in 1985 Les and I and our youngest son moved to the island
of Guam where Les served as Guest House Administrator.
Five years later, Les and I transferred to South Africa to
begin a Guest House ministry for Africa Evangelical Fellowship. During these years, Les became a registered exporter and also used his driving skills as he picked up vehicles at the port of Durban, outfitted them according to
ministry and country specifications and delivered them to
missionaries all over southern Africa.

My husband and / met at Nyack Missionary
College, We became better acquainted in a
music practice room (with the door open)
when he asked me, a music major
to help him, a theology student
practice his voice and conducting
lessons.

In January 1995, Les' career came full-circle in a most unexpected way. He was told that TFC needed a Director of
Operations, but he really was not interested. However, at
the urging of our son-in-law, he went for an interview. Much
to my surprise, he came home
with the positive assurance that
God wanted him to become a
part of the ministry of Transport For Christ.
What a large circle we have
traveled! From Lewistown,
Pennsylvania, to the island of
Guam, to South Africa, and
back to Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania. From tmck
driver to missionary and
back to tmcking as a missionary in a mission organization whose goal is to
win tmck drivers to Jesus
Christ.

After our marriage, we began singing together
at church and on a local radio broadcast. Then,
in answer to our prayer for a way to teach our
children to be committed, serving Christians,
God expanded our music ministry. We began
to sing together as a family in 1965. In 1971
we bought a bus. For the next nine years Les
and I and our five children averaged about 1000 miles a
weekend traveling and sharing the Gospel message as a
"family ministering to families."
During the 70's, Les worked four days a week as a truck
driver for Western Auto Supply and on the weekend he
drove the bus for the Habbershon Family Gospel Music
Ministry.
In 1975, Donald Hollinger invited The Habbershon Family
to sing at Transport For Christ's com roast held at Camp
Hebron, near Halifax, Pennsylvania. Several years later,
we were invited to sing at another TFC function. Then in
1979, The Highway Evangelist featured Les in an article
about a tmcker who has a Gospel music ministry. By then
the two oldest children, Cindy and Tim, were away at college.
Then, in 1983, Les had a life-threatening experience that
rearranged his priorities. God used a heart attack to remind
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And we are confident of
this, "that He who began a
good work in (us) w i l l
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus"
(Philippians 1:6).0
Carole Habbershon writes the monthly column "Lady's
Corner. "
Photos from top to bottom:
The Habbershon Family: L-R back row - Les, Philip,
Tim. Front row - Carole, LeAlan, Kathy, Cindy
Les, LeAlan, Carole, Philip, Kathy
Les and Carole Habbershon today
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